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Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Peter Collier 

SCHOOLS — MAINTENANCE — PRIVATISATION 

25. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Education: 

Given the clear messages from the electors of Victoria and Queensland that the electorate does not support the 
privatisation of public assets and services, will the government reconsider its decision to privatise the ongoing 
maintenance and facilities management of schools in the communities of Landsdale, Alkimos, Baldivis, Byford, 
Ellenbrook, Lakelands, Hammond Park and Harrisdale? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

No, we will not. Can I say at the outset that we have a wonderful and very efficient public education system in 
Western Australia and the highest resourced public education system in the nation. We have no intention of 
privatising our public education system. I want to make that perfectly clear. What we will do is continue to 
provide a quality educational service and access service delivery from a raft of different sources. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Except the public sector, for those schools. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I think it is a very long bow to draw to suggest that service delivery in schools was 
responsible for the downfall of the Victorian and Queensland governments. 

Hon Sue Ellery: But privatisation was definitely part of it. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: That is without doubt. As I said, we have no intention of privatising our public 
education system. We have absolutely no intention of doing it. As I said, the simple fact of the matter is, if I can 
explain, if the public of Western Australia are not happy with our public education system, why, yet again in 
Western Australia, has there been an increased market share of students to the public education system? 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I know members opposite have great difficulty accepting the fact that we control the 
education agenda, but they will have to get used to it. The simple fact of the matter is that more students are 
attending public schools now than ever before. I am not talking about the numbers; I am talking about the market 
share, so more and more students. Do members opposite honestly think that the public of Western Australia, that 
the parents of Western Australia, are going to send their children to public schools if they do not have confidence 
in the public education system? What needs to be remembered, Mr President, is that regardless of what members 
opposite feel, our teachers are the best paid in the nation, we have put a teacher in front of every classroom yet 
again, we have employed more graduates than in well over a decade, our schools are the best resourced of any 
state in the nation, and the opposition just has to acknowledge the fact that education in Western Australia is in 
an extremely healthy state. 
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